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less perished, the tale of whose sorrows and hardships,
and of whose high trust in God in the moment of their
departure, has not reached us; but the histories of
others, who were either cut off, or, after encountering
prodigious suffering and anxiety, by God's providence
eventually escaped, exist in abundance. The condi-
tion of the native Christians, and the spirit shewn by
them throughout the rebellion, together with the per-
secutions they endured, are matters as well known by
the missionaries and other European residents in the
North-west Provinces, the chief seat of the conflict, as
the circumstances of the slaughter of missionaries, and
the cruel treatment to which multitudes of our fellow-
countrymen and countrywomen were subjected.

The manly conduct of the native Christians, and their
readiness to face the extremest danger in the attitude
of men adhering steadily to their principles, has sur-
prised not only their enemies and all those who pre-
viously thought lightly of their Christian honour, but
even their best friends. None are more astonished
than the missionaries themselves. With all their pre-
judices in favour of the native Christians, they found
that after all they had not duly appreciated their stead-
fastness, Cases occurred of men who had previously
occupied a low position among their brethren for piety
and zeal, yet when confronted with the foe, and exposed
to all the horrors which he in his malice might possi-
bly impose upon them, suddenly bursting forth like
the sun from behind a cloud, and baffling their very
adversaries by the dazzling brightness of their Chris-